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| The wagon wheels had
hardly stopped rolling
When Brigham Young's

ittention had to be
'turned to dividing up this
vast desert land among
the Mormon Pioneers in
the Valley of the Great
Salt Lake.

‘Land played a vital
role in the church
leader’s attempt to es-
tablish a home in the
desert wastelands. =

. "By 1830, .at least 30
‘expeditions from the
East had been organized
to search out the West.
e main impression
ibrought back by most of
the expeditions was that
the area was unfit for
human habitation.

'The very thing that
repelled most others ap-
pealed to President
Young and his followers
as persecutions grew for
them in the East and
Midwest. The desert —
the land no one wanted —
was their refuge.

iOn the second day in

valley, the church
wesident decreed that

‘no man should buy any
and ... but every man
should have his land
neasured off to him for
dty and farming pur-
0ses, what he could till.

{c might till it as he

leased, but he should be

gdustrious and take care:

fit.” g

ertain lots were cho-
by the members of
Council of the Twelve

ir their personal use in

{ugust before a lottery,

system chosen to
varantee fairness,

Bgan in September for

te other settlers who .

nid $1.50 for each lot
pquired Their receipts
ere their deeds, which
nted their purposes at
ie time but gave them
wuse for some uneasi-
iss later.

aseand meridian marker can be
found on southeast corner of Temple
. Square in downfowp SaIt_Lake City.

¥The first zoning ordi- V)

nances for the city estab-
lished the streets be-
tween 10-acre blocksthat
were eight rods wide and
at right angles. Twenty
additional feet were de-
signated on each side of
the road for future
‘sidewalks.

Orson Pratt and Henry
G. Sherwood began a
survey on July 31.

The Mormons voted
that “No man will be
suffered to cut up his lot
and sell a part to specu-
late out of his brethren.
Each man must keep his
lot whole, for the Lord
ha_s given it to us without
pme." L

The authority by which
P.resident Young super-
vised the division of the
land was his church au-
thority. The land, how-
ever, in reality or in a
legal sense, was not his to
give. It was Mexican
land: -

The land did not even
become a -part of the
United States until the
‘end of the Mexican War.
When the war ended in
1848, Utah was part of the
more than 525,000 square
miles that the United
States gained from
Mexico.

President Young en-
visioned a Mormon state
— the State of Deseret —
as he planned the colon-
1zation of the area. He
petitioned Congress May
1, 1849, proposing that the
state would include the
country between Oregon
and Mexico and between
the Rockies and the Sjer-
ra Nevadas, plus a strip
of the southern California
seacoast.

From the time of his
arrival in the valley until
his death in 1877, he
directed establishment of

Mény of today's town

a’

349 colonies in the West.
] UM .

and cities in 1daho, -
Arjzona, Nevada, Wyom- .

U
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ing. C%orado and south-
ern California began as
Mormon colonies.

Orson F. Whitney
wrote in his book, Popu-
lar History of Utah,
*‘Wherever s&tﬂements

! spra up they were
Sipo 145 claimed by the'
Indians and-acquired by
the United States at the
close of the war with

| Mexico.

| *“The nation was ex-
pected to deal with the
Indians and in due time
lwith the settlers, but
! until it took steps in this
direction the people
could obtain no title to
their homes.

“*Much anxiety was felt
by them in consequence.

While waiting for the
national government to

A
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dispose of the soil, the
Provisional Government
(established as the State
of Deseret) made tem-
porary grants to its citi-
zens.” )

The pioneers were m
the valley for 20 years
before U.S. land laws
were fully extended over
the region.

David'H. Burr, t:]efgls)t
surveyor-gener -
pointedyfor the Territory
of Utah, arrived in Salt
Lake City July 27, 1855, to
begin making govern-
ment surveys. He ac-
cepted the base meridian
established by Orson
Pratt and erected a stone
marker, which still
stands at the southeast
corner of Temple Square
in Salt Lake City. This

oY

has been the basic point
of reference for BUrveys.

Mr. Burr was suc-
ceeded by  Samuel C.
: bough iri June 1859,
who was followed in Au-
;gust of 1861 by S. R. Fox.

Lawrence L. Linford
writes in thé Utah Histor-
ical Quaterly, Spring
1974, that the federal
surveys in Utah progres-
sed quite rapidly. ‘‘By
June 30, 1857, it was

ported that 1,887,580
acres had been *prepared
for market’ but ‘not ad-
vertised for sale.’
Thomas A. Hendricks’
(commissioner of the
General Land Office) an-
nual report to the secret-
ary of the interior ad-
vised that the surveyor
general had abandoned
his position, owing to
reported hostilities on the
part of the Mormon au-
thorities at Salt Lake
City."

The hostilities were re-
lated with the alarm gen-
erated by the federal
troops that were moving
toward Utah to suppress
a “rebellion.” The set-
tlers, with this know-
ledge, did not trust rep-
resentatives of the feder-
al government. The sur-
veyors, in a sense,
reaped the bounty of
their distrust.

B

The land office in Utah
was consolidated with
the one in Denver, Colo.,
in 1862. It was re-
established in 1868 with
General John A. Clark as
surveyor-general.

John Pierce, surveyor
general of Colorado and
Utah, - urged ‘the com-
mencement of  surveys
again after having ear-
lier discouraged them. At
first ing that ade-
quate surveys had been
made to fit the needs, he
had another opinion in
the autumn of 1865,

“The time has now
arrived when a respecta-
ble portion of the people
of Utah are desirous of
obtaining title to the land
from the government,
and the number of these

See EARLY on Page H-18
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Continued from page H-12

is rapidly increasing,” he
reported,

_Some of that rapidly
increasing number were
the Gentiles,” the non-
Mormons who were
coming into the area. Mr.’
Pierce felt the ' Gentile
migration to’'the Territ-
ory would be advantage-
ous to the U.S. govern-
ment and that they
should have the chance of
acquiring title to the
land.

The nation's first Gen-
eral Land Office was
established in 1812. The
Interior Department,
formed in 1849, adopted
that office. The Land
Office first opened in Salt:
Lake City in 1868 ;
branches were estab.'
lished in Beaver in 1876
77 and in Vernal in 1905-
1927.-

Mr  Linford. in his
Utah Historical Quar-
terly article writes,
*“Certainly by the 1850s,
the national government
was well aware of Utah's
land needs, and steps
were taken to correct
these deficiencies. Re-

"porting to Robert McQlel-

land, secretary of 'the
interior, on Nov. 30, 1853,
the commissioner of the
General Land Office, re-
lated the advantages of
extending the land sys-
tem to the territories of
Utah and New Mexico."

Mr. Linford said the
_report pointed ot the
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expediency and proprie-
ty of early action for the
exlension of the land
system to the two ter-
ritories, since the popula-
tion there ‘‘is constantly
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increasing. and no doubt
many settlers are impro-
ving lands belonging to
the government, withqut
the possibility” of obtain-
ing titles for them under

existing legislation.”

The Homestead Act of
1862 provided that a citi-
zen (or alien seeking c§t|-
zenship) could acquire
acreage by residing upon
or cultivating it for five
years. An important fea-
ture of the law provided
that the homestead could
not be seized by a cre-
ditor to satisfy any debts
previously contracted.

In the January 1960
issue of the Utah Histori-
cal Quaterly, Lawrence
| B. Lee writes, **The oper-
ation of the federal public
‘land laws during Utah’s
territorial period pre-
sented interesting con-

.trasts to practices en-
countered on other fron-
tier settlements.

*The members (of the
LDS Church) were moti-
vated by a single impulse
when they approached
the Salt Lake City federal
district land office at its
opening in 1869. They
were determined to sec-
ure a valid title to the
lands which they had
reclaimed from the de-

sert and had occupied for |

muore than 20 years. The
Homestead Act was one
‘of the federal statutes
that would give inhabit-
ants of this Great Basin
Zion their coveted feder-
al patent.”

While disagreements
within the church mem-
bership over land mat-
ters were usually settled
peaceably. by the ec-
clesiastical leaders, seri-
ous problems arose with
the influx of non-
Mormons, many of whom
were not willing to abide
by the decisions of the
priesthood.

A rash of claim
jumping broke out in
1866, olten accompanied
by viuvlence. Brigham
Young declared that al-
though the established
community would not tol-
eratle any claim jumping,
it would welcome any
newcomer who was wil-
ling to claim open land
and make it productive.

J

“If you undertake to
drive a stake in my
garden with the intention
to jump my claim,” he
warned, “‘there will be a
fight before you get it .. .

“We have spent hun-
dreds of thousands of
dollars in taking out the
waters of our mountains
streams, fencing in
farms and improving the
country, and we cannot
tamely suffer strangers,
who have not spent one
day’s labor to make these
improvements, to wrest
our homesteads out of
our hands. There is land
enough in the country; go
to and improve it, as we
have improved our pos-
sessions; build cities, as
we have done, and thus
strive to reclaim the

country from its wild
state.”

The Deseret Land Act,

adopted by Congress in
1878, allowed the sub-

* Istitution of irrigation

works for the residence
requirement of the
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Homestead Act and was
much used in Utah.

In his report, Mr. Lee
writes, *“The homestead-
ing practices revealed
that they (the Mormons)
were a unique people.
Claims contesting was
.minimal among the Mor-
mons, while it was the
order of the day on other
homestead frontiers.”

Records show that
none of the Mormon-
Gentile homestead con-
test cases, which were
not very numerous in the
1870s and 1880s, were
ever appealed for adjudi-
cation by the Depart-
ment of the Interior dur-
“ing the 1880s. i

There were fewer
homesteading failures in
Utah than in other typi-
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cal homestead Irontiers.
*“The first year of homes-
tead entries at the Salt
Lake City land office
revealed a failure rate of
only 32 percent,” writes
Mr. Lee. “Ten years
later a mere 20 percent of
the entrymen failed to
perfect their entries.

“In the state of Kansas
at the same time in an

environment _generally —.-

more conducive to farm-
ing, the failure rate was
49 percent.” 2

An Act for the Relief of
the Inhabitants of Cities
and Towns upon the Pub-
lic. Lands was approved
by Congress on March 2,

1867. The 'law provided

that the authorities of
incorporated towns en-
tering claims for lands
within their jurisdiction
at the proper land office
and paying the minimum
price could obtain tjtle to
the Iands in trust for the
use and benefit of the
occupants, according to
their respective 'inter-
ests.

If the town wasn't in-
corporated, the judge of
the county court could
enter the claim in behalf
of the unicorporated
town. 5

Utah Territory availed
itself of this act in July
1868 when Congress
adopted an Act to create
the Office of Surveyor-
General in the Territory
of Utah, and established
a land office in our Ter-
ritory. and extend the

‘Homestead and Pre-

emption Laws over the
same.

The March 2. 1867 law
provided that once corpo-
rate authorities of any
city or probate judge of

any county had received

title to a parcel of land in
behalf of the claimants
there, they were directed
and required to dispose
of and convey the title,
whether it be blocks, lots,
parcels or shares, to the
persons entitled to it. The
tranfer of title was lo be
made by deeds.

T'he claimant paid $1.25
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an acre, plus a propor-
tionment amount of the
costs involved for acquir-
ing the title from the land
office.

Salt Lake City had
been laid out in plats,
blocks and lots. which
presented a problem
when the government at-
tempted to superimpose
its national land system

—~—
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of townships and sec-
tions.

The problem was sol-
ved by compromise.
Within the plats already
surveyed and appor-
tioned. land was de-
scribed in terms of lot,
block and plat. This sys-
tem is still used in Salt
Lake County.
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Map shows how surveyors use the base and meridian marker in Salt
Lake City to plot land throughout state. Uinta had its own base line.




